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JUSTIFIED BY LAW,
FALLEN FROM GRACE

Freddie Clayton

INTRODUCTION1

My gratitude for this church, her leadership, preacher, and each
member so vital to such a monumental effort as this lectureship is
difficult to fully express. The opportunity to spend time with those you
love is motivation to faithfulness and the prospects of an eternity of that
fellowship. For the furtherance of the glorious cause we together plead
through an examination of my assigned topic, we thus embark.

IN NEED OF A REMEDY
Man was the crowning jewel of God’s creation. He was made in

God’s image, after His likeness, and given dominion, the rule and reign
over the subjugated creation (Gen. 1:26-27). Expelled from the beauty
and blessedness of Eden’s Garden because of sin (Gen. 3:23-24), the
destitute rebel must depend upon the One he has so wronged to provide
the remedy for a justifiable condemnation and eternal separation.
Pictured and explained in various figures, salvation, sanctification,
regeneration, conversion, redemption, and justification is the concept
about which our lesson is concerned. What we learn about any one of
these concepts will simply expand, never subtract from, our apprecia-
tion for the beauty of such a gracious offer of God through (and in) His
Son—designed to bring many sons and daughters to glory (Heb. 2:10).

THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN
Most people are unaware of the fact that their sins and iniquities

separate between them and God (Isa. 59:1-2). Such a sad reality and the
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dire consequences resulting are nonetheless there. The free will we all
possess allows us to choose or reject the teaching of God. With the
freedom to pursue either direction—obedience or rejection—the
consequences of this freedom is a reward for righteousness or punish-
ment for rebellion.

The concept of sin is possibly less popular now than at any time in
the memory of anyone presently living. It should be obvious from the
behavior of most people that they are not overly concerned, if con-
cerned at all, about sinning against a holy God. Most people consider
themselves to be good folks regardless of their “lapses” once and
awhile. Few consider themselves deserving of anything close to
everlasting torment as punishment for their misdeeds. While we have
come to expect such sentiments from those who consider this world as
their home, including those of the various sectarian social clubs,
brethren are increasingly mimicking the various errors associated with
such. It is the same problem in principle as that which was faced and
exposed by Isaiah when he declared: “Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isa. 5:20). To claim to
believe the Bible and yet disregard or try to explain away that which is
considered distasteful is infidelity. Our concern is that which was
Paul’s as well. Knowing that “we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad,” and also,
“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor.
5:10-11).

THE NEED FOR JUSTIFICATION
As Job desired to be vindicated as undeserving of the horrors he

suffered, he affirmed: “Behold now, I have ordered my cause; I know
that I shall be justified” (Job 13:18). In defending himself before his so-
called friends, Job wanted to be declared righteous, shown to be not
guilty of that of which he was wrongly charged and therefore stand
exonerated. Long ago, I was told a handy little quip to explain
justification. It was suggested that when one was justified it was as
“just-if-I’d” never sinned.

The Greek word dikaiosis, translated “justification” in Romans
4:25; 5:16 and 5:18, is defined by Thayer as: (1) the act of God
declaring men free from guilt and acceptable to Him (2) abjuring to be
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righteous, justification.2 As Romans 4:25 explains, Christ was delivered
up to the agonizing death of the cross. It was not because of His
iniquity. He was the sacrifice for our sins because He had none, and for
no other purpose could He be sacrificed. But, He was also “raised again
for our justification.” He was raised so that we could have the full
assurance that His death accomplished that for which it took place—our
reconciliation to God, our citizenship now in heaven, and the certainty
of following Christ, the first fruits of the resurrection of mankind.3
Mankind can now enjoy fellowship with God and with the redeemed
of all ages throughout the everlasting bliss of an eternal day. With
thanksgiving in our hearts we rejoice that salvation and justification
have been brought down.

PROBLEMS IN GALATIA
Judaizing teachers had been influencing brethren in Galatia. The

disturbance made among the churches of Galatia by these false teachers
needed to be stopped. They were endeavoring to prepare the way for
their doctrines by trying to discredit Paul. If they would even admit that
he was an apostle at all, they claimed that he was inferior to the other
apostles. They said that he had received his Gospel from the other
apostles, therefore, all must look to Jerusalem for the true Gospel.
Obviously, there were problems in Jerusalem along this line as
evidenced by the controversial confrontation recorded in Acts 21:23-
24. Hence, in his letter to the churches of Galatia, Paul begins by
declaring that his apostleship was not from man, but directly from
Christ (Gal. 1:12). The other apostles did not convert or appoint him.
Christ came from heaven and commissioned him (Acts 9:6, 15). His
credentials were authenticated from heaven (1 Cor. 2:4).

Galatians 5 continues the argument Paul set forth in the previous
chapter. Paul let them know that in order to be the true children of
Abraham, they had to abandon their compliance to Jewish law and
become entirely conformed to the Gospel of Christ. Apparently, what
he said was designed to answer an accusation made against him, i.e.,
that he had preached the necessity of circumcision, or that he practiced
it to show that he believed it was an obligatory matter (Gal. 5:11).
Because of his example, or maybe pleading his authority, it appears the
false teachers there had urged its observance as necessary.4

The liberty of Christ is where they better be taking up their
position. To do so would mean no longer being brought under bondage
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(Gal. 5:1). If they were depending on circumcision, or any other
particular of the law, they would be putting their eggs into the basket
of perfect legal dependence, which amounted to the rejecting of Christ
altogether and to their falling from grace (Gal. 5:2-6). Paul assures
them that their present belief could not have come from him, the one by
whom they were originally brought to a knowledge of the truth. It was
a foreign influence operating like a leavening agent (Gal. 5:7-9). Paul
continues in freeing himself of blame from the charge that he preached
the necessity of circumcision. His vindication was that, if he had taught
the necessity of circumcision, he would have escaped persecution from
the Judaizing teachers and the Jews who were teaching that very thing.
As well, if he had been, the offence of the cross would have ceased
(Gal. 5:10-11). If salvation could have been enjoyed through keeping
the Law of Moses, all of the problems associated with understanding
and accepting the death of Christ on the cross could cease and desist
because there would be no reason for the cross!

JUSTIFIED BY THE LAW?
Galatians 5:4 reads: “Christ is become of no effect unto you,

whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” To
find oneself in the sad condition of ineffectuality, as far as Christ and
His sacrifice were concerned, should scare any reasonable person into
seeking answers to remedy that situation. Thus, the motivation for this
epistle is evident.

Christ and Christianity made it necessary for there to be a clearing
of the mind, a change in actions, and a break with the old Jewish
system. There could be no joining together of the two systems. It is
either the Law of Moses and no Christ, or Christ and no Law of Moses.
If they could be justified in any way other than by Christ, then they had
no need of Him. If they could be justified by the Law of Moses, what
need did they have for Christ? One, commenting on the phrase, “Christ
is become of no effect unto you,” explains its meaning as: “You will
derive no advantage from Christ. His work in regard to you is needless
and vain. If you can be justified in any other way than by him, then of
course you do not need him, and your adoption of the other mode is in
fact a renunciation of him.5

If anyone could be justified by the Law of Moses, why would there
be a need for anyone or anything else? Of course, there would not be.
Paul certainly was not saying that anyone could be justified by the Law
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of Moses. If a man can be justified by his own obedience, he does not
need the aid of another. If it was true, as the Judaizing teachers taught,
i.e., that they could be justified by the Law of Moses, it followed that
the work of Christ was in vain, especially insofar as they were
concerned. If any could be justified by the Law of Moses, the death of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was absolutely unnecessary! Who
could believe it?

A.T. Robertson translates the Greek phrase hoitines en nomo i
dikaiousthe as, “Who would be justified,” and, informing us that it is
present passive conative indicative, explains that it means, “ye who are
trying to be justified in the law.”6 Concerning the possibility of being
justified by the law this way, Barnes writes: “The apostle does not say
that this had in fact ever occurred; but he merely makes a supposition.
If such a thing should or could occur, it would follow that you had
fallen from grace.”7

The fact is, there can be no justification by the law. The futility of
trying to be justified by the law would only magnify man’s inability,
and result in him being a pitiful failure, in his attempts to do so. That
is particularly so when contrasted with God’s love, purity, and holiness.
The noose of the impossibility to fulfill the Judaizers’ legal system ever
tightened around the neck of those determined to be so bound and to
bind others. How tragic! What foolishness! How typical!

THE CHOICE BETWEEN TWO SYSTEMS
Clearly, key to the problems with which Paul was having to deal in

his Galatian letter (as well as in some of his other epistles) was a failure
on the part of some to distinguish between the Old and New Covenants.
Explaining what was happening, Luke succinctly reports: “[C]ertain
men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said,
Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be
saved” (Acts 15:1). The Law of Moses had been given to the nation of
Israel which had been delivered from Egyptian bondage (Neh. 9:9ff).
To them, and them alone, had this covenant been delivered. The Law
of Moses was a covenant God made with the children of Israel at Sinai,
which is sometimes called Horeb (Deut. 5:2).

While that covenant and law was good for what God intended (Gal.
3:19-24), it was never God’s intention for it to be an everlasting
covenant. Justification could not be accomplished through the Law of
Moses, but it is directly and inseparably tied to Christ and His neces-
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sary work. As Paul was preaching in Antioch of Pisidia concerning
Christ, he emphatically stated: “And by him [Christ] all that believe are
justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the
law of Moses” (Acts 13:39). Through Jesus Christ justification is made
possible. It is impossible through the Law of Moses. If there were no
other passages to do so, the point made in this one verse amply proves
the superiority of Christ and the New Covenant.

In order to be justified by faith, it was necessary to be brought to
Christ. That is exactly what the Law of Moses, as a schoolmaster, did
(Gal. 3:24). Since “by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified” (Rom. 3:20), there had to be some other means if justification
were to be made possible. Of course, Christ is that means because man
is justified “freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). Could anything be clearer than this? “Therefore we
conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law”
(Rom. 3:28). We are justified by the blood of Christ (Rom. 5:9), not by
any blood that the Law of Moses had to offer. The washed, sanctified,
and justified children of God at Corinth (1 Cor. 6:11) got that way by
hearing, believing, and obeying the Gospel (Acts 18:8)—not by the
Law of Moses. In point blank language, Paul writes: “[T]hat no man is
justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall
live by faith” (Gal. 3:11).

One of the best sections in Scriptures which most fully and
forcefully clarifies and contrasts the distinctions between two covenants
is Hebrews 8-10. Jeremiah predicted a new system in Jeremiah 31:31-
34. Hebrews 8:8-12 shows that the Christian system is it.

THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF APOSTASY?
There are many in the denominational world who believe that if

one is ever saved he can never so sin as to be lost. The central notion
of this false doctrine is that it is impossible to fall from God’s saving
grace and perish after one has been saved by God. Those who hold this
error insist that God absolutely must save eternally because He does
everything perfectly.

A number of years ago I was discussing this matter with the local
Baptist preacher. He wanted to explain to me how it worked. He told
me to picture a Christian man who began slipping. This slipping
Christian started drinking away most of his paycheck at the local dive
before he got home with it on Friday evenings. As a result, his wife and
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children had to start doing without proper food and clothing. After a
few weeks or months of that, the man started gambling, and then later
on, maybe some womanizing. With that picture in my mind, that
Baptist preacher told me that before God would allow this son of His
to fall completely away, He would kill him! Needless to say, I was
startled. However, since that preacher had just recently graduated with
honors from the Baptist seminary in Louisville, who was I to argue
with such wisdom. Sadly, what he said made about as much sense as
any other attempt to defend a false doctrine.

In the acrostic, T-U-L-I-P, used to explain the doctrines of
Calvinism the “P” stands for Perseverance of the Saints.8 In my neck
of the woods, this doctrine is simply referred to as, ”Once Saved-
Always Saved.” One has expressed it this way: “Because of counte-
nanced sin in the life communion with the Author of eternal salvation
may be ruptured, but union with Him can never be severed.”9 The way
another source explains it is: “They, whom God hath accepted in His
Beloved, effectually called, and sanctified by His Spirit, can neither
totally, nor finally, fall away from the state of grace: but shall persevere
therein to the end, and be eternally saved.”10 One of the most quoted
explanations of this doctrine is from a tract written by a Baptist
preacher named Sam Morris. He says:

We take the position that a Christian’s sins do not damn his soul.
The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his
conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing
whatsoever to do with the salvation of his soul ... All the prayers
a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he
may belong to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he
may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may
observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may
perform will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he
may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in
any more danger ... the way I live has nothing whatsoever to do
with the salvation of my soul.11

Recognizing the fact that many contend that Galatians 5:4 not only
teaches the possibility that one may, but the certainty that one can, fall
from grace, Albert Barnes defensively commented: “This passage,
therefore, cannot be adduced to prove that any true Christian has in fact
fallen away from grace, unless it proves also that man may be justified
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by the deeds of the Law.”12 His Calvinism makes such a clarification
necessary, I guess.

For over 150 years our brethren have been exposing the error of
this doctrine in debates with every denominational preacher foolish
enough to seek to defend it. The doctrine that it is impossible to fall
from grace is simply another of those obviously false positions exposed
to be so multiple times in myriads of ways in the Scriptures. Only
ignorance, dishonesty, or a little of both, are possible explanations as
to why anyone would preach or believe that one cannot fall from grace.

The Bible passages, and the reasonings extracted from them, that
refute the “once save, always saved” doctrine of Calvinism are legion.
Adam and Eve, as created by God, were without sin. They were not lost
and they were in fellowship with God. But, what happened when they
sinned? No one can deny that they fell and that their fellowship with the
Father was severed, lost (Gen. 3). Ezekiel 18:24 demonstrates that one
living under the Mosaic code could turn away from his righteousness,
commit iniquity, and die in sin, lost. The five foolish virgins in the
kingdom were lost (Mt. 25:1-13). The one talent man in the kingdom
was lost for not developing his talent (Mt. 25:14-30). According to
Peter, it is better for one not to know the way of righteousness than to
have known it, experience what it was to be saved, and then turn from
it (2 Pet. 2:20-22). The Jews of the first century were the children of
God, but if they did not obey Christ, they would be lost (Jn. 8:24). One
can err from the faith and need to repent to keep from dying spiritually
(Jas. 5:19-20). Ananias and Sapphira fell from the grace of God (Acts
5:1-4).

If one cannot fall from grace, why are there so many warnings
against falling in the Bible? Overconfidence can place a brother in the
position of taking lightly the possibility of falling away (1 Cor. 10:12).
Paul knew that he himself could be a castaway, rejected by God (1 Cor.
9:27). Paul said some would fall away from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1). You
cannot fall from where you have never been! The Christian graces are
designed to keep one from falling (2 Pet.1:3-11).

The scores of “if” passages demonstrate the conditional nature of
salvation and the fact that one can fall from grace. Consider these:

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye
stand; By which also ye are saved, IF ye keep in memory what
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I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain (1 Cor.
15:1-2, emphasis added).
And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall
reap, IF we faint not” (Gal. 6:9, emphasis added).
“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for IF ye do these things, ye shall
never fall (2 Pet. 1:10, emphasis added).
But IF we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin (1 Jn. 1:7, emphasis added).

CANNOT FALL FROM GRACE ERROR
COMING INTO THE CHURCH

David Pharr wrote of some brethren whose warped view of grace
is nothing more than warmed over Calvinism. He states:

Some among us have such an unbalanced view of grace that they
are teaching that man has no part at all in his salvation. They say
it is “100% grace” and make such assertions as, “Dead men do
not climb ladders.” Any position that negates human participa-
tion in redemption has obvious kinship with Calvin’s uncondi-
tional election. To say “Dead men don’t climb ladders,” with the
implication that there is nothing one must or can do to save
himself, fits quite comfortably with total depravity.13

It does not surprise anyone that in his book, In the Grip of Grace,
Max Lucado mentions several denominational leaders—“A Brazilian
Pentecostal taught me about prayer ... A Southern Baptist helped me to
understand grace.”14—who assisted him in arriving at the ecumenical
zenith he presently occupies. Actually, their influences upon Lucado
may have been the greatest contributors to his apostasy and fall from
grace.

In my opinion, the one who has caused the most harm to the body
of Christ in the state of Tennessee is its renegade native son, Rubel
Shelly. In his many attempts to destroy the sound doctrine he once
upheld, Shelly is now one of the chief promoters of “grace only.” In
1992, in a forum sponsored by Harding Graduate School, William
Woodson repeatedly exposed Shelly’s sophistry.15 Shelly came to
Freed-Hardeman College as professor of Bible when I was a student
there in the mid-seventies. Sadly, most of the preacher students who
were his pupils followed his lead into error. Is it not somewhat ironic
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that those who contend for any type of inability of falling away from
the faith do that very thing themselves?

WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO FALL FROM GRACE ANYHOW?

In order for a person to fall out of bed he would have to be in the
bed. Therefore, for one to fall from grace means that he is falling from
the enjoyment of salvation by grace into a lost condition. If anyone
would seek the salvation that is only available in Christ Jesus (2 Tim.
2:10) somewhere else—after having entered into that saved condi-
tion—falling away, apostasy would be the result. That may be an
ineloquent way of expressing. Therefore, consider these explanations
from others.

Ye are fallen away from grace (tes charitos exepesate). Second
aorist active indicative of ekpipto (with a variable vowel of the
first aorist) and followed by the ablative case. “Ye did fall out of
grace,” “ye left the sphere of grace in Christ and took your stand
in the sphere of law” as your hope of salvation. Paul does not
mince words and carries the logic to the end of the course. He is
not, of course, speaking of occasional sins, but he has in mind a
far more serious matter, that of substituting law for Christ as the
agent in salvation.16

I am partial to this one.
Ye are fallen from grace—From the Gospel. They had been
brought into the grace of the Gospel; and now, by readopting the
Mosaic ordinances, they had apostatized from the Gospel as a
system of religion, and had lost the grace communicated to their
souls, by which they were preserved in a state of salvation. The
peace and love of God, received by Jesus Christ, could not
remain in the hearts of those who had rejected Christ. They had,
therefore, in every sense of the word, fallen from grace; and
whether some of them ever rose again is more than we can tell.17

CONCLUSION
“Squandered Blessings” will be the sad eternal epitaph of far too

many. “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?” (Mt. 16:26). May we determine to be “stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).
With the realization that our labor is not in vain, “let us not be weary
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in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal.
6:9).
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